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“You bid it, all you have to do now is make it!”
On this deal, all nine results were different – and only one pair in the room managed to play in a contract they could make. All four players have interesting decisions to make in the bidding. 
East would be wise to pass as dealer. He has  six spades, but a terrible hand for a vul-vs-not weak two, and the more classical textbooks warn against opening 2( with a void.

After South opens 1(, West has to choose between a 2( overcall and a Michaels Cuebid, 2( showing at least 5-5 in hearts and a minor. Either choice is reasonable. You and your partner might want to discuss which bid you like better on this type of hand.
North would like to bid “three weak diamonds” if West uses Michaels, but unless you have a special partnership agreement, 3( is forcing and shows a stronger hand, and North will have to pass. Over a 2( overcall, North passes too, trying not to greedily lick his lips.
Finally, South is on the spot if it goes 1(-2(-Pass-Pass. Rather than the seemingly obvious 3( rebid, a reopening double gives North room to describe his hand – and, as the cards are sitting today, North can pass  the takeout-oriented double and defend 2( doubled.

Probably the most normal outcome for this hand is for East-West to have a Michaels auction to 3(, and get doubled. E-W will be doubled in anything they play, and if N-S get to 3NT  (after  2( by East and a 16-19 2NT overcall by South, or via 1(-2(-Pass-Pass, 3(-Pass-3NT) they are going to have some transportation trouble and will probably lose 5 tricks before they win 9. Whoever bids last is probably in a contract he can’t make.
See all the Hands of the Day from the sectional, and Hands of the Week from club games every week at http://taigabridge.com/hotw/ or subscribe to the bridge-l@lists.uaf.edu mailing list and get the Hand of the Week in your inbox every week!

